TEACHING LETTER
FORMATIONS

Here is an alternative method to use for teaching and practicing correct letter formation
besides using colored lines or cartoon characters as described earlier in this section.

The teaching of letters should be made as simple as possible by grouping the let-
ters in “families” based on their movement patterns as presented below.

1. The counterclockwise “c” family: a,cdgose
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2. The clockwise family: m,n,r
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3. The clockwise extension family: h k p,b
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Note: Once the letters of a family have been learned, the children can then use
them to make words; for example, dog.

5. The straight family: ij, 1t

6. The “odd ones”: f, x

e

These letter formations can be practiced using the pencil control activities of chan-
neling and tracing as described earlier. Remember, an efficient grip needs to be estab-
lished for the child to produce acceptable letter formations. Good teaching and patience
are the key to success.

7. Use the reproducible on the next page on the next page to assess letter shapes.
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